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Abstract 
The aim of this study is to register whether university students associate the 44 words in the questionnaire with 
-
 through the 
structured interview technique by interviewing individuals between the ages 18-22 (n=30) and individuals of 50 years 
and above (n=30). The questionnaire that consists of 44 words was applied to 200 students studying at the Akdeniz 
University in the 2011-2012 academic year and they were requested to decide for each of the words whether they 
matched the concept of mother or father. The acquired data was transferred to frequency and percentile tables, then it 
was determined in what ratio the 44 different words were associated with mother or father and finally the results were 
evaluated in the context of traditional gender roles.  
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1. Introduction 
The biological differences between women and men are accepted as a fact and this inborn difference is 
sociocultural meanings. The societal dimension of se  
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It is a relative recent idea that gender is not biological but rather a social construct. According to Ann 
difference of women and men while gender refers to the division between manhood and womanhood 
which is parallel to the biological difference and socially unequal. (cited in Marshall, 1999, 98). The main 
problem in discussions concerning gender is whether the behavior of men and women in society is 
determined by biology or culture. Are men and women different due to their nature or due to the society 
they live in? 
warriors, writers and decision-makers? Are men aggressive, rational and logical while women are 
passive, intuitive and emotional due to their nature? Do men belong out in the world working, fighting 
and organizing while women belong in the home? The most important question is whether men are 
naturally the dominant sex and therefore possess the right to dominate society and women (Slattery, 2008, 
341). These are the main questions in gender studies.  
, privileges due to this 
position as well as the rules that conduct the interaction with individuals in other positions (Spencer 1985 
the distinction be
responsibilities which are socially constructed due to the category of gender ascribe to individuals. 
of gender roles is used in 
order to reflect the sex stereotypes or the sex distinctions determined by society. More specifically this 
term refers to roles that are perceived traditionally as related to women and men. Through the process of 
socialization girls and boys learn to distinguish certain objects, actions, games, professions and even 
 
The family is unquestionably the first place where the role expectations that are defined as the traditional 
variability of the mother, father, daughter, son role sets each is a reflection of social reality that needs to 
be investigated. (Eken, 2010, 35). The family is the social institution where gender ideology is reproduced 
and social change can be observed in the most evident way.  
There are several theories that support divergent views on the origin of the different gender roles. 
According to the functionalist theory which si one of them gender roles are complementary and the 
division of labor between men and women enhances the stability of the family (Marshall, 1999, 101). 
Parsons who is known by the theory of family roles (1967) notes that a role is the connecting point 
between the personality of the individual and the social system. A social role can be defined as the system 
of normative expectations in the performance capacity of the individual as the member of a society. 
According to Parsons men take on the instrumental role on while women take on the expressive role. In 
supplying the family income and thus enabling the family to establish a relationship with the outside 
is salaried, her salary is considered to be a contribution to the family budget and the perception of the 
characteristics onto the roles of women and men and thus the culturally and socially constructed gender 
roles come up (cited by Eken, 2010, 35-36). 
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Gender differs from culture to culture as well as in the same culture. The social structure and time period 
179) notes the phenomenon of gender being a social phenomenon changes continuously. In this sense the 
content of gender is due to change in the context of historical processes. Through this concept the position 
of women and men and how they change through economic, political and social processes is being 
examined.  
According to Bourdieu (1998) the modern gender regimes base on the gender opposition and the 
femininity-masculinity definitions that arise from the hierarchal order between them. It is claimed that 
this understanding came forth parallel to the development of the capitalist colonial order throughout the 
world and that this is a basic characteristic of western modernity. Modern gender regimes function 
through this logic of constructing oppositions as well as through gendering the social. This gendering 
mechanism bases on the transmission of gender singly from individuals to the system of social meanings 
that functions as opposition (cited by 
Sancar, 2009, 49). 
Modernity which in fact is a process of change not only creates alteration in the structure and functions of 
the family but transforms cultural values and norms as well. Apparently traditional family structures and 
the perceptions that exist in these structures are being replaced by a new structure and perception. In other 
words, the traditional family is dissolving both as a structure and as understanding. Nowadays this 
dissolution seems to stabilize in the structure of the nuclear family. Nevertheless Giddens (2000) notes 
that it would not be correct to exaggerate these trends or assume that the nuclear family has become 
dominant all over (cited by Canatan, 2009, 140-141).  
Arslan (2000, 7) lays emphasis on the fact that the Turkish family structure undergoes change parallel to 
social change but that the traditional family behavior and attitudes continue to a large extent. 
Sociocultural value sets that separate women and men and make up their social roles exist in every 
society. The characteristics of this set of values like shaping, guidance and supervision are transmitted to 
individuals through language. McLuhan (2001) notes that the only creature in the world that does not 
the language is embodied in the human. Language as a mirror that reflects social identity, forms of 
perception, ideologies, attitudes and behavior plays a key role in the understanding and definition of many 
mental and social features  
Association denotes the phenomenon of the connection of ideas, words, symbols and feelings in a way 
that they remind of one another. (Cevizci, 2002, 230). Associations which vary from person to person to a 
certain extent may be orientated through many other factors. It is possible to create a long list of these 
the persons interaction with certain words and the objects they stand for, the social and physical 
environment the person lives in, the persons level of education and the talent of using metaphors etc. 
 
-
 through the structured interview technique by 
interviewing individuals  between the ages 18-22 (n=30) 50 years and more of age (n=30) the associations 
attracting the respondents attention only to the words mother and father they were given also words like 
1183 Esma Durugonul and Özge Zeybekoglu Dundar /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  70 ( 2013 )  1180 – 1185 
with love, devotion, food, tenderness whereas t
respect, money, caring financially for the household and head (of the family) This result supports 
in that the mother is given the expressive roles and the father 
is given the instrumental roles.  
2. Method and Results 
-
entitled 
 200 students studying at the Akdeniz University in the academic year 2011-
2012. 
The aim of this study is to register whether students associate the words attained through the former study 
students were asked to decide whether they associate each of the 
words with the word mother or father. The acquired data was transferred to frequency and percentile 
tables. 
Table 1. (n=200) 
 
 
Word 
 
Mother 
 
Father 
 
f 
 
% 
 
f 
 
% 
Lap 190 95 10 5 
Tongue tied 40 20 160 80 
Money 32 16 168 84 
Devotion 174 87 26 13 
Taking care of household financially 32 16 168 84 
Child 184 92 16 8 
Friendship 125 62.5 75 37.5 
Spanking 74 37 126 63 
Yearning 151 75.5 49 24.5 
Family 153 76.5 47 23.5 
Love 173 86.5 27 13.5 
Funny 79 39.5 121 60.5 
Head/chief 27 13.5 173 86.5 
Endeavor 126 63 74 37 
Food 182 91 18 9 
Respect 58 29 142 71 
Prove 48 24 152 76 
Cool(nest) 40 20 160 80 
Warm(th) 163 81.5 37 18.5 
Tenderness 179 89.5 21 10.5 
Most important creature 169 84.5 31 15.5 
Milk 197 98.5 3 1.5 
Protection 87 43.5 113 56.5 
Tolerance 139 69.5 61 30.5 
Rule 44 22 156 78 
Happiness 159 79.5 41 20.5 
Secret 152 76 48 24 
Care 168 84 32 16 
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Everything 151 75.5 49 24.5 
Life 150 75 50 25 
Power 36 18 164 82 
Support 97 48.5 103 51.5 
Patience 133 66.5 67 33.5 
Head of family 51 25.5 149 74.5 
Sacred 181 90.5 19 9.5 
Supreme 58 29 142 71 
Nervous 54 27 146 73 
Responsibility 93 46.5 107 53.5 
Protector/Refuge 91 45.5 109 54.5 
Procreant/Creator 192 96 8 4 
Ancestor 19 9.5 181 90.5 
Leader 37 18.5 163 81.5 
Guide 100 50 100 50 
Confidence 109 54.5 91 45.5 
 
According to the evaluation the words that the word mother is associated with are sequentially milk 
(98.5%), procreant/creator (96%), lap (95%), child (92%), food (91%), sacred (90.5%), tenderness 
(89.5%), devotion (87%), love (86.5%) the most important creature (84.5%). The words like lap, child, 
food, sacred, tenderness, devotion, love, the most important creature, happiness, family, secret, everything 
children, satisfying the spiritual necessities of the family which are all expressive role expectancies.  
The fact that the words tenderness (89.5%), love (86.5%), concern/care (84%), warm(ness) (81.5%), 
happiness (79.5%), friendship (62.5%) are associated with the mother to a larger extent is an indicator of 
the emotional relationship bond between mother and child.  
The word father was associated sequentially with the words ancestor (90.5%), head/chief (86.5%), money 
and caring financially for the household (84%), power (82%), leader (81.5%), tongue tied and cool (ness) 
(80%), rule (78%), head of family (74.5%). The fact that the words ancestor, head/chief, money, power, 
tongue tied, cool(ness), and rule were associated with the father seems to support the thesis of the father 
having an authoritarian presence which is closely related to the traditional gender role (instrumental role). 
One other result indicates that fathers are associated with the words nervousness (78%) and spanking 
(63%) to a larger extent than mothers which is a clue for the fact that domestic violence is related with the 
father.  
3. Conclusion 
Evaluating the results acquired through the study with reference to the traditional social roles and role 
conceptualization of instrumental and expressive roles.  
 
 
 
1185 Esma Durugonul and Özge Zeybekoglu Dundar /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  70 ( 2013 )  1180 – 1185 
References 
 
 
Aile sosyolojisi 
(pp. 119-  
Cevizci, A. (2002). Felsefe s  
deneme. Turkish studies. 4(3), 633-654. 
Milli folklor, 
21(81), 64-77. 
Eken, H. (2010). . Konya: Palet. 
Sosyolojiye g  
Toplum ve bilim, 75, 170-179. 
Kottak, C. P. (2002). Antropoloji  
Marshall, G. (1999). Sosyoloji s . Ankara: Bilim ve Sanat. 
McLuhan, M. (2001). Gutenberg galaksis .  
Sancar, S. (2009).  Ailede, piyasada ve sokakta erkekler.  
Aile sosyolojisi  
Slattery, M. (2008). Sosyolojide temel fikirler  
olleri
 
Toplumsal cinsiyet  
 
Contemporary Online Language Education Journal, 1(2), 25-34. 
